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THE 34TH AMERICA’S CUP

The City and County of San Francisco and Port of
San Francisco are proud to host the best sailors in the
fastest boats when the America’s Cup, the oldest tro-
phy in international sport, returns to the United States
for the first time in 18 years. The 34th America’s Cup
will be the first time this event is visible from shore
and we’re counting on boaters such as you to help
make it a sustainable and responsible event. Follow-
ing are some tips to help you enjoy the America’s Cup
World Series, August 21-26 and October 4-7, 2012,
and the Louis Vuitton Cup Challenger Series, Red Bull
Youth America’s Cup, and America’s Cup Match Finals
July 4 - September 22, 2013 on San Francisco Bay.

BOATER SERVICES

The attached San Francisco Bay Area Clean Boating
Map lists locations of marinas, yacht clubs, and pollu-
tion prevention services including: used oil collection,
sewage and bilge pumpouts, oil absorbent distribu-
tion and collection, marine battery collection, as well
as marinas designated as clean marinas, mobile boat-
to-boat services, eel grass locations, marine protected
areas and helpful information about clean and safe
boating practices.

SAFE BOATING INFORMATION

All mariners should be aware of safe
boating practices and California’s
boating laws prior to setting out to
view the America’s Cup races. Visit
the following links for more informa-
tion: Safe Boating/Boating Laws:
www.dbw.ca.gov; Race Course/Reg-
ulated Areas: www.americascup.com; Weather: http://
www.wrh.noaa.gov/mtr/marine.php. Boaters are also
encouraged to subscribe to the U.S. Coast Guard’s
Notice to Mariners at http://cgls.uscg.mil/mailman/
listinfo/eleventh-cg-dinm and to listen via marine
band radio (VHF-FM Channel 16) for other updates
regarding the race.

Operating Restrictions

Vessels of less than 20 meters in length (including
sailing and non-motorized vessels) shall not impede
the safe passage of a power-driven vessel following a
traffic scheme, such as a ferry or commercial ship.

Unless expressly permitted by the Port’s Maritime
Manager or in the case of a marine disaster, vessels
may not:

* Embark or disembark persons at ferry terminals,

* Moor at any wharf, dock or landing or occupy a stall,
berth or mooring within the Port of San Francisco,

* Operate within 500 feet of the pierhead line, except for
entering or leaving a berth or slip, or

» Operate personal watercraft within 1/4 mile from all Port
of San Francisco waterfront facilities or National Park
Service shorelines.

Protected Areas

Boaters must avoid all eelgrass beds, wetlands, marine
protected areas and environmental buffer zones along
Crissy Field shore and around Alcatraz Island delin-
eated on the attached map.

Who to call

Emergency Contact Info: Use VHF-FM Channel 16 to
contact U.S. Coast Guard for on-water emergencies or
dial 911.

For non emergencies, contact the SF Police Depart-
ment: (415) 553-0123 or U.S. Coast Guard (415) 399-
3530.

Contacting Other Boaters: To contact another ves-
sel use VHF-FM Channel 16. Once contact has been
established, shift your conversation to an alternate
frequency.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

San Francisco Bay is the West Coast’s largest estu-
ary and hosts a rich diversity of plant and aquatic life,
including over 150 species of fish, insects, amphibians,
reptiles, birds, mammals and plants that are consid-
ered threatened or endangered. About two-thirds of
the state’s salmon pass through the Bay as well as
nearly half of all the birds migrating along the Pacific
Flyway. In addition, the Bay supports extensive ship-
ping, fishing, and other commercial and recreational
maritime uses.

Invasive Species Control
Clean before you come & Clean before you go.

Hull fouling degrades sailing perfor-
mance, increases fuel consumption,
and can damage your systems and
equipment. Introduced by visiting
boats, invasive species can spread
throughout the Bay, where they foul
structures, displace native plants
and animals, threaten public health, and upset the
local ecology. Please make sure invasive marine pests
are not part of this event by doing the following:

* Ensure appropriate anti-fouling paint is still within the
defined effective period as indicated by the manufac-
turer. Use multi season anti-fouling protective coatings
suitable for San Francisco Bay.

Clean your trailer and boat, including all underwater
surfaces, intakes, and internal seawater systems prior
to coming to SF Bay in a location out of the water as
close to your departure date as possible, but no longer
than one month before you leave. If your boat was not
cleaned before coming to San Francisco Bay, DO NOT
clean the boat while it is in the water. Instead, haul the
boat out of the water to clean.

When leaving, if the vessel has been docked/moored
in the Bay for a month or more, clean your equipment
prior to returning to your home marina.

* Do not transport live bait. Properly dispose of residual
fishing bait in trash receptacles. Drain all live wells
before departure.

Marine Mammal & Seabird Protection

The Federal Marine Mammal Protection Act prohibits
harassment of marine mammals, including feeding

or attempting to feed a marine mammal in the wild
or negligently or intentionally operating a vessel to
pursue, torment, annoy or otherwise disturb or molest
a marine mammal. To report a marine mammal inci-
dent, contact the National Marine Fisheries Service at
(562) 980-4017. Similarly, the Federal Migratory Bird
Treaty Act prohibits harassment of migratory birds,
including pursuing, hunting, taking, capturing or
killing migratory birds, nests, or eggs.

CLEAN BOATING PRACTICES

You too can be part of the solution. Pledge to clean
your vessel and take the following actions and get a
special AC34 Clean Boater Flag at
http://www.americascup.com:

* Implement Invasive Species Control Measures

* Prevent illegal dumping of any raw sewage or garbage
overboard in the Bay, including plastics, solid, biologi-
cal or hazardous wastes, fishing line, cans or bottles,
cigarette butts, cleaning or maintenance products. Take
advantage of shore-side facilities to properly dispose of
your trash and recycle plastic, glass, metal, and paper.
Use the attached San Francisco Bay Area Clean Boating
Map to locate sewage pumpouts or mobile-pumpout
services to properly dispose of raw sewage.

Use cleaners that are water-based, biodegradable,
phosphate-free and labeled as less toxic. Check out
these less toxic cleaning alternatives for all types of
uses: www.coastal.ca.gov/ccbn/lesstoxic.html

Prevent pollutants from entering the Bay by practicing
preventative engine maintenance, using oil absorbents
and recycling used oil and filters. Dispose of used oil
absorbents as hazardous waste at a marina or house-
hold hazardous waste collection center. For locations
please check the attached San Francisco Clean Boating
Map. A list of Certified Used Qil Collection Centers can
be found at: http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov

Other helpful clean boating links include:
* A Boater’s Guide to Keeping Pollutants Out of the Wa-
ter: http://www.coastal.ca.gov/ccbn/bindercard.pdf

» Clean Boating Habits: http://www.dbw.ca.gov/Pubs/
CleanBoatingHabits/Default.aspx.

* Environmental Boating Laws Brochure: http://www.
coastal.ca.gov/ccbn/EnvironmentalLawsBrochure.pdf

FOR MORE INFORMATION

More details on how to be a clean, responsible and
informed boater can be found at:

www.americascup.com | www.sfgov.org/americascup
| www.dbw.ca.gov

Thank you for doing your part to make the 34th
America’s Cup in San Francisco a safe and clean inter-
national sporting event. We’ll see you at the regatta!




