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NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING 

The California Department of Parks and Recreation, Division of Boating and Waterways 
(“Division”) proposes to adopt the regulations described below after considering all 
comments, objections, and recommendations regarding the proposed action. 

PUBLIC HEARING 

No public hearing on this matter has been scheduled. Anyone wishing a public hearing 
must submit a request in writing, pursuant to Section 11346.8 of the Government Code, 
to the Department at least 15 days before the end of the written comment period. Such 
request should be addressed to the department contact person identified in this Notice 
below and should specify the regulations for which the hearing is being requested. 

WRITTEN COMMENT PERIOD 

Any interested person or his or her authorized representative may submit written 
comments, relevant to the proposed regulatory action before the public comment period 
closes: the deadline to submit comments is October 15, 2025. (45-day Notice). 

Comments must satisfy the following requirements: 

• Comment must be in writing, which includes email. 
• Comment must identify the proposed regulatory action being addressed. 
• Comments must be sent to the rulemaking agency’s contact person for the 

proposed regulatory action. 

Submit comments to: 

Charley Hesse, Regulations Analyst 
California State Parks 
Division of Boating and Waterways 
P.O. Box 942896, Floor 12 
Sacramento, CA 94296 

Email: charley.hesse@parks.ca.gov 
Phone: 916-204-0639 

Back-up to Charley Hesse: Jedidiah Anderson, Supervisor 
Email: jedidiah.anderson@parks.ca.gov  
Phone: 916-708-7948 

8 

mailto:charley.hesse@parks.ca.gov
mailto:jedidiah.anderson@parks.ca.gov


 

 
  

      
     

    

 

  
   

  
   

     
 

     
   

 
 

    

 
 

     
   

   
 

   
 

  

  
 

  

  

 

AUTHORITY AND REFERENCE 

Harbors and Navigation Code, Division 3, Chapter 5, Article 1, Section 652 authorizes 
the Division to adopt these proposed regulations. The proposed regulation changes 
align Cal. Code Regs. Tit. 14, §§ 6570, 6571, 6572, 6573 and definitions found in § 
6552 with 86 FR 58560 issued on October 22, 2021, and 16790 / AUX-PL-006(A) BSX 
Policy Letter 20-01, published by the United States Coast Guard (USCG) in June 2020. 

INFORMATIVE DIGEST/POLICY STATEMENT OVERVIEW 

On April 6, 2023, the United States Coast Guard Boating Safety Division (CG-BSX-2) 
completed a compliance review of the Division’s Recreational Boating Safety (RBS) 
grant program. This compliance review is used to monitor if a state is in compliance with 
specific elements of applicable federal laws and regulations, including Title 46 U.S.C. 
Chapter 131 which specifies requirements for the State’s RBS grant program. As a 
result of the April 6, 2023 review, it was identified that terminology found in Title 14 CCR 
§§ 6570, 6571, 6572, 6573 and definitions found in § 6552 was out of compliance with 
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), found at 33 CFR 175, Chapter 1, Sub-Chapter S 
which addresses the fire extinguishing equipment required on recreational vessels 65 
feet or less in length, effective April 20, 2022. 

Additionally, on June 3, 2020, CG-BSX-2 issued Policy Letter 20-01 (Policy Letter). The 
purpose of the letter was to provide additional guidance to Vessel Examiners on 
portable fire extinguisher requirements for recreational vessels. Specifically, the Coast 
Guard now uses a performance-based classification system that will impact recreational 
vessels constructed after August 22, 2016. The Policy Letter identifies Ref: VESSEL 
SAFETY CHECK - PORTABLE FIRE EXTINGUISHER GUIDANCE (a) Auxiliary Vessel 
Safety Check Manual, COMDTINST M16796.8 (series). Section 3.B.5. of reference (a) 
identifies portable fire extinguisher requirements on recreational vessels. These 
requirements changed for such vessels constructed after August 22, 2016. Although 
this guidance is policy-based, the respective federal regulations reference these 
changes. See 33 CFR 175, Chapter 1, Sub-Chapter S, published April 20, 2022. 

Most extinguishers already have Coast Guard approval and UL rating classification. 
Moving from B-II to 20-B and B-1 to 5-B, aligns fire protection standards with updated 
testing criteria, enhancing safety, and improving the clarity of fire safety equipment 
requirements. Fire extinguisher ratings are updated to align with national and 
international standards, such as those from the National Fire Protection Association 
(NFPA) or Underwriters Laboratories (UL). The change from B-II to 20-B and B-1 to 5-B 
reflects an updated system for assessing fire extinguisher performance. The numeric 
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ratings (20-B and 5-B) are based on newer, more specific testing methods and provide 
clearer guidance on the type of fire the extinguisher can effectively combat. This applies 
to all approved fire extinguishers installed on vessels constructed prior to August 22, 
2016. These extinguishers can remain on recreational vessels if they are still 
serviceable. The new classification system requires portable and semi-portable 
extinguishers to be marked with a combined number and letter designation. The letter 
designates the general class of fire for which the extinguisher is suitable, and the 
number indicates the relative extinguishing potential of the device. The new 
requirements apply to vessels built after August 22, 2016, and focuses on requiring 5-B 
portable fire extinguishers in lieu of B-1 portable fire extinguishers (essentially 5 times 
the relative extinguishing potential). Additionally, ratings that include higher numbers or 
more letters are acceptable; one 20-B extinguisher may be carried to replace two 
required 5-B extinguishers, and there are special rules for vessels built prior to 1952. 

Further, pursuant to 33 CFR 175, Chapter 1, Sub-Chapter S, published April 20, 2022, if 
a disposable (non-rechargeable) fire extinguisher has a date of manufacture stamped 
on the bottle, and it is older than 12 years, the extinguisher is considered expired and 
must be removed from service. 

DBW must update Title 14 CCR §§ 6570, 6571, 6572, 6573 and definitions found in § 
6552 to align with current federal regulations. This will ensure consistency with the 
labeling standards already being used by manufacturers and encourage the safety of 
the boating public. 

ANTICIPATED BENEFITS OF THE PROPOSED REGULATION: 

By updating the fire extinguishing equipment regulations required on recreational 
vessels 65 feet or less in length, the Division can ensure that Title 14 CCR §§ 6570, 
6571, 6572, and 6573, along with the definitions found in § 6552, remain aligned with 
federal requirements. This update will also help ensure consistency with the labeling 
standards already used by fire extinguisher manufacturers, thereby eliminating 
confusion and increasing the safety of the boating public who rely on fire extinguishing 
equipment on their recreational vessel. 

DETERMINATION OF INCONSISTENCY/INCOMPATIBILITY WITH EXISTING STATE 
REGULATIONS: 

The Division has determined that this proposed regulation is not inconsistent or 
incompatible with existing regulations. After conducting a review for any regulations that 
would relate to or affect this area, the Division has concluded that these are the only 
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regulations that concern the fire extinguishing equipment required on recreational 
vessels 65 feet or less in length. 

DISCLOSURES REGARDING THE PROPOSED ACTION 
` 
The Division has made the following initial determinations: 

Mandate on local agencies and school districts: The Division does not believe that 
any vessels owned or operated by a state, County or City municipality would qualify as 
a recreational vessel. All vessels required to carry a fire extinguisher are still required to 
do so under this new regulation. There is no change to the quantity of extinguishers 
required. Recreational vessels older than model year 2017 may carry a B-I or B-II rated 
fire extinguisher but must replace them with a 5-B or 20-B when they are no longer in 
good and serviceable condition. All recreational vessels of model year 2018 and newer 
must carry 5-B or 20-B rated fire extinguishers that are date stamped. Vessels older 
than model year 2018 may carry either 5-B or 20-B rated fire extinguishers that are less 
the 12 years old or B-I or B-II rated fire extinguishers that are in good and serviceable 
condition. 

Cost or savings to any state agency: All vessels required to carry a fire extinguisher 
are still required to do so under this new regulation. There is no change to the quantity 
of extinguishers required. Recreational vessels older than model year 
2017, may carry a B-I or B-II rated fire extinguisher, but must replace them with 
a 5-B or 20-B when they are no longer in good and serviceable condition. All 
recreational vessels of model year 2018 and newer must carry 5-B or 20-B rated fire 
extinguishers that are date stamped. Vessels older than model year 2018 may carry 
either 5-B or 20-B rated fire extinguishers that are less the 12 years old or B-I or B-II 
rated fire extinguishers that are in good and serviceable condition. 

Cost to any local agency or school district which must be reimbursed in accordance with 
Government Code sections 17500-17630: 

Other non-discretionary cost or savings imposed on local agencies: None. 

Cost or savings in federal funding to the state: None. 

Cost impacts on a representative private person or businesses: All vessels required to 
carry a fire extinguisher are still required to do so under this new regulation. There is no 
change to the quantity of extinguishers required. Recreational vessels older than model 
year 2017, may carry a B-I or B-II rated fire extinguisher, but must replace them with a 
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5-B or 20-B when they are no longer in good and serviceable condition. All recreational 
vessels of model year 2018 and newer must carry 5-B or 20-B rated fire extinguishers 
that are date stamped. Vessels older than model year 2018 may carry either 5-B or 20-
B rated fire extinguishers that are less the 12 years old or B-I or B-II rated fire 
extinguishers that are in good and serviceable condition. 

Significant, statewide adverse economic impact directly affecting businesses, including 
the ability of California businesses to compete with businesses in other states: None. 

Significant effect on housing costs: None. 

RESULTS OF THE ECONOMIC IMPACT ANALYSIS/ASSESSMENT 

The Division concludes that it is: (1) unlikely the proposed action will eliminate any jobs, 
(2) unlikely the proposed action may create an unknown number of jobs, (3) unlikely the 
proposal will create new businesses, and (4) unlikely that the proposal will eliminate any 
existing businesses. 

Benefits of the Proposed Action: By updating Title 14 CCR §§ 6570, 6571, 6572, 6573, 
and definitions found in §6552, California law will be aligned with federal 
requirements found in 33 CFR 175, Chapter 1, Sub-Chapter S and 86 FR 58560 issued 
by USCG in 2021. This update will also help ensure consistency with the labeling 
standards already used by fire extinguisher manufacturers, thereby eliminating 
confusion and increasing the safety of the boating public who rely on fire extinguishing 
equipment on their recreational vessel. Therefore, the proposed regulations will have 
benefits to the health and welfare of California residents and worker safety. The 
proposed regulations are not expected to affect the state’s environment. 

SMALL BUSINESS DETERMINATION: 

All vessels required to carry a fire extinguisher are still required to do so under this new 
regulation. There is no change to the quantity of extinguishers required. Recreational 
vessels older than model year 2017, may carry a B-I or B-II rated fire extinguisher, but 
must replace them with a 5-B or 20-B when they are no longer in good and serviceable 
condition. All recreational vessels of model year 2018 and newer must carry 5-B or 20-
B rated fire extinguishers that are date stamped. Vessels older than model year 2018 
may carry either 5-B or 20-B rated fire extinguishers that are less the 12 years old or B-I 
or B-II rated fire extinguishers that are in good and serviceable condition. 

It is unlikely the proposed regulations will adversely affect small businesses. Any small 
business who owns 1 or several recreational vessels would need to check and see that 
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any vessel model year 2018 or newer has 5-B or 20-B rated fire extinguishers that are 
date stamped. 

CONSIDERATION OF ALTERNATIVES 

In accordance with Government Code § 11346.5, subdivision (a)(13), the Division must 
determine that no reasonable alternative considered by the agency or that has 
otherwise been identified and brought to the attention of the agency would be more 
effective in carrying out the purpose for which the action is proposed or would be as 
effective and less burdensome to affected private persons than the proposed action, or 
would be more cost-effective to affected private persons and equally effective in 
implementing the statutory policy or other provision of law. 

There are no alternatives to aligning the proposed regulations with federal 
requirements.  

CONTACT PERSONS 

Inquiries concerning the proposed administrative action may be directed to: 

Charley Hesse, Regulations Analyst 
California State Parks 
Division of Boating and Waterways 
P.O. Box 942896, Floor 12 
Sacramento, CA 94296 

Email: charley.hesse@parks.ca.gov 
Phone: 916-204-0639 

Back-up to Charley Hesse: Jedidiah Anderson, Supervisor 
Email: jedidiah.anderson@parks.ca.gov 
Phone: 916-708-7948 

Please direct requests for copies of the Proposed Text (the “express terms”) of the 
regulations, the Initial Statement of Reasons, the modified text of the regulations, if any, 
or other information upon which the rulemaking is based, to Charley Hesse at the above 
address. 

AVAILABILITY OF STATEMENT OF REASONS, TEXT OF PROPOSED 
REGULATIONS, AND RULEMAKING FILE 
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The Division will have the entire rulemaking file available for inspection and copying 
throughout the rulemaking process at its office at 715 P Street, 12th Floor, Sacramento, 
CA 95814. As of the date this notice is published in the Notice Register, the rulemaking 
file consists of this Notice, the Proposed Text of the Regulations, the Economic and 
Fiscal Impact Statement (STD 399) and the Initial Statement of Reasons. Copies may 
be obtained by contacting Charley Hess at the address or phone number listed above. 

AVAILABILITY OF CHANGED OR MODIFIED TEXT 

After holding the hearing and considering all timely and relevant comments received, 
the Division may adopt the proposed regulations substantially as described in this 
notice. If the Division makes modifications which are sufficiently related to the originally 
proposed text, it will make the modified text (with the changes clearly indicated) 
available to the public for at least 15 days before the Division adopts the regulations as 
revised. Please send requests for copies of any modified regulations to the attention of 
Charley Hess at the address indicated above. The Division will accept written comments 
on the modified regulations for 15 days after the date on which they are made available. 

AVAILABILITY OF THE FINAL STATEMENT OF REASONS 

Upon its completion, copies of the Final Statement of Reasons may be obtained by 
contacting Charley Hess at the above address. 

AVAILABILITY OF DOCUMENTS ON THE INTERNET 

Copies of the Notice of Proposed Action, the Initial Statement of Reasons, and the text 
of the regulations in underline and strikeout can be accessed through our website at 
www.dbw.ca.gov. 
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Original Text: Cal. Code Regs. Tit. 14 §6570 - §6573 

Title 14. Natural Resources  
Division 4. Division of Boating and Waterways  
Chapter 1.  Division of Boating and Waterways  
Article 4. Equipment Requirements 

14 CCR § 6570 
§ 6570. Fire Extinguishing Equipment--Definitions. 

(a) A “B” type fire extinguisher means a fire extinguisher system suitable for extinguishing fires involving flammable 
liquids, greases, etc. 

(b) “Hand-portable fire extinguisher” means a fire extinguisher of either of the following minimum sizes: 

Size Foam gallons Carbon dioxide, pounds Dry chemicals, pounds Freon, pounds 
I 1 ¼ 4 2 2 ½ 

II 2 ½ 15 10 --

(c) “Semi-portable fire extinguisher” means a fire extinguisher system of the following size or larger which is fitted with 
a suitable hose and nozzle, or other practicable means, so that all portions of the space concerned may be 
covered. 

Size Foam gallons Carbon dioxide, pounds Dry chemicals, pounds 
III 35 20 

12 

(d) “Fixed fire extinguishing system” means a fire extinguishing system of an approved carbon dioxide type, designed and 
installed in agreement with the applicable provisions of subpart 76.15 of subchapter H of Title 46, Code of Federal 
Regulations, as amended. Fixed Fire Extinguishing Systems
(1) A fixed fire extinguishing system must be of a type approved by the Coast Guard under 46 CFR part 162. 
(2) A carbon dioxide system must be designed and installed in accordance with 46 CFR part 76, subpart 76.15. 
(3) An automatic sprinkler system must be designed and installed in accordance with 46 CFR 25.30-15(c). 
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Credits 
NOTE: Authority cited: Section 652, Harbors and Navigation Code. Reference: Section 652, Harbors and Navigation 
Code. 

HISTORY 
1. Amendment of subsection (b) filed 10-13-72; effective thirtieth day thereafter (Register 72, No. 42). 
2. Editorial correction of NOTE filed 10-11-85 (Register 85, No. 41). 
This database is current through 7/19/24 Register 2024, No. 29. 
Cal. Admin. Code tit. 14, § 6570, 14 CA ADC § 6570 

14 CCR § 6570 
§ 6570. Fixed Fire Extinguishing Systems 

(a) A fixed fire extinguishing system must be of a type approved by the Coast Guard under 46 CFR part 162. 

(b) A carbon dioxide system must be designed and installed in accordance with 46 CFR part 76, subpart 76.15. 

(c) An automatic sprinkler system must be designed and installed in accordance with 46 CFR 25.30-15(c). 

14 CCR § 6571 
§ 6571. Fire Extinguishing Equipment--Vaporizing--Liquid Type. 

A vaporizing-liquid type fire extinguisher containing carbon tetrachloride or chlorobromomethane or other toxic vaporizing 
liquids are not acceptable as equipment required by Section 6573. 

Credits 
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NOTE: Authority cited: Section 652, Harbors and Navigation Code. Reference: Section 652, Harbors and Navigation 
Code. 

HISTORY 
1. Amendment filed 1-18-77; effective thirtieth day thereafter (Register 77, No. 4). 
2. Editorial correction of NOTE filed 10-11-85 (Register 85, No. 41). 
This database is current through 7/19/24 Register 2024, No. 29. 
Cal. Admin. Code tit. 14, § 6571, 14 CA ADC § 6571 

14 CCR § 6572 
§ 6572. Fire Extinguishing Equipment--Markings Required. 

Currentness 
(a) Each hand portable handportable fire extinguisher and semiportable fire extinguishing system shall have permanently 
attached thereto a metallic name plate giving the 

(1) Name of the item 

(2) Rated capacity in gallons, quarts, or pounds 

(3) Name of the person or firm for whom approved 

(4) Address of the person or firm for whom approved, and 

(5) The identifying mark of the actual manufacturer. 

(b) Each hand portable handportable  fire extinguisher and semiportable fire extinguisher shall bear a label containing the 
“marine type” listing manifest issued by a recognized laboratory, as defined in 46 CFR 162.028-5 and 162.039-5. This 
label will include the classification of the extinguisher in accordance with the Coast Guard approval number, thus: “Marine 
Type USCG Type __________ __________ __________, Approval No. 162.028/ , or 162.039/Ex. .” 

Credits 
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NOTE: Authority cited: Section 652, Harbors and Navigation Code. Reference: Section 652, Harbors and Navigation 
Code. 

HISTORY  
1. Amendment filed 10-31-83; effective thirtieth day thereafter (Register 83, No. 45). 
2. Editorial correction of NOTE filed 10-11-85 (Register 85, No. 41). 
This database is current through 7/19/24 Register 2024, No. 29. 
Cal. Admin. Code tit. 14, § 6572, 14 CA ADC § 6572 

14 CCR § 6573 
§ 6573. Fire Extinguishing Equipment, --Requirements. Portable fire extinguishers and 

semi-portable fire extinguishing systems 
(a) Boat Propelled by Machinery Sixty-five Feet or Less in Length. A boat propelled by machinery 65 feet or less in 

length shall carry at least the minimum number of hand-portable fire extinguishers set forth in Vessel 65 feet or less 
in length. A recreational vessel 65 feet or less in length must carry at least the minimum number of portable fire 
extinguishers set forth in Table 2. 

TABLE 2  
Minimum number of type B-I 5-B hand-portable fire 
extinguishers required1 

Without fixed fire extinguishing 
system in machinery space  

With fixed fire extinguishing 
system in machinery space  Size of boat Length, feet 

Under 16 0 
1 

16 and over, but under 26 0 
1 

26 and over, but under 40 1 
2 

40 and over, but not over 65 2 
3 
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1 One type B-II 20-B hand-portable fire extinguisher may be substituted for two type B-I 5-B hand-portable fire 
extinguishers. 

(1) Exceptions: A boat vessel of any of the following types is not required to carry a fire extinguisher: 
(A) Less than 26 feet in length, not carrying passengers for hire, propelled by an outboard motor, without permanently 

installed fuel tanks, and of a construction which will not permit the entrapment of explosive or flammable gasses or 
vapors. 

(2) Conditions requiring fire extinguishers: 

(A) Closed compartment under thwarts and seats wherein portable fuel tanks may be stored. 
(B) Double bottoms not sealed to the hull or which are not completely filled with flotation material. 
(C) Closed living spaces. 
(D) Closed stowage compartments in which combustible or flammable materials are stowed. 
(E) Permanently installed fuel tanks. 

(3) Conditions that do not in themselves require Fire Extinguishers: 
(F) Bait wells 
(G) Glove compartments 
(H) Buoyant flotation material 
(I) Open slatted flooring. 
(J) ice chests 

(4) All portable and semi-portable fire extinguishers must— 

(1) Be on board and readily accessible; 

(2) Be of an approved type; 

(3) Not be expired or appear to have been previously used; and 

(4) Be maintained in good and serviceable working condition, meaning: 

(i) If the extinguisher has a pressure gauge reading or indicator it must be in the operable range or position; 
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damage.

(ii) The lock pin is firmly in place; 

(iii)The discharge nozzle is clean and free of obstruction; and 

(iv) The extinguisher does not show visible signs of significant corrosion or 

(c) Vaporizing-liquid type fire extinguishers containing carbon tetrachloride, chlorobromomethane, or other toxic vaporizing 
liquids, are not acceptable as equipment required by this subpart. 

(d) Portable or semi-portable extinguishers that are required by their name plates to be protected from freezing must not 
be located where freezing temperatures may be expected. 

(e) The use of dry chemical stored pressure fire extinguishers not fitted with pressure gauges or indicating devices, 
manufactured prior to January 1, 1965, is permitted on board recreational vessels if such extinguishers are maintained in 
good and serviceable condition. The following maintenance and inspections are required for such extinguishers: 

(1) When the date on the inspection record tag on the extinguishers shows that 6 months have elapsed since the last 
weight check ashore, then such extinguishers are no longer accepted as meeting required maintenance conditions until 
they are reweighed ashore, found to be in a serviceable condition, and within required weight conditions. 

(2) If the weight of the container is 1⁄4 ounce less than that stamped on the container, it must be serviced. 

(3) If the outer seal or seals (which indicate tampering or use when broken) are not intact, the boarding officer or marine 
inspector will inspect such extinguishers to see that the frangible disc in the neck of the container is intact; and, if such 
disc is not intact, the container must be serviced. 

(4) If there is evidence of damage, use, or leakage, such as dry chemical powder observed in the nozzle or elsewhere on 
the extinguisher, the extinguisher must be serviced or replaced. 

(f) Dry chemical extinguishers, stored pressure extinguishers, and fire extinguishers without pressure gauges or indicating 
devices, manufactured after January 1, 1965, cannot be labeled with the marine type label described in 46 CFR 162.028-
4. These extinguishers may be carried onboard recreational vessels as excess equipment, subject to paragraphs (b) and 
(c) of this section. 

(g) Semi-portable extinguishers must be fitted with a suitable hose and nozzle, or other practicable means, so that all 
portions of the space concerned may be covered. 
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(h)  Boat Propelled by Machinery Over Sixty-Five Feet in Length. A  boat  vessel propelled by machinery over 65 
feet in length shall carry at least the minimum number of hand-portable fire extinguishers set forth in Table 3 and in 
addition shall carry: 

(1) One type B-II 20-B  hand-portable fire extinguisher for each 1,000 Brake horsepower (B.H.P.) of the main engine or 
fraction thereof. However, not more than six such extinguishers need are required to  be carried. 

(2) On boats vessels  propelled by machinery over 65 feet in length and over 300 gross tons, either one type B-III 160-B  
semi-portable fire extinguishing system shall be fitted, or alternatively, a fixed fire extinguishing system shall be fitted in 
the machinery space. 

(i) Extinguishers with larger numerical ratings or multiple letter designations. Extinguishers with larger numerical ratings or 
multiple letter designations may be used to meet the requirements of Table 2 and table 3. 

TABLE 3 
Gross tonnage Minimum number of B-II 20-B portable fire extinguishers hand-

Over Not over portable fire extinguishers 
-- 50 1 
50 100 2 
100 500 3 
500 1,000 6 
1,000 -- 8 

(cj) Barge Carrying Passengers. 

(1) 65 Feet in Length or Less. A barge 65 feet in length or less carrying passengers, which is regularly operated with a 
boat propelled by machinery, shall be fitted with hand-portable fire extinguishers as required by Table 2 depending upon 
the length of the barge. 
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(2) Over 65 Feet in Length. A barge of over 65 feet in length carrying passengers, which is regularly operated with a boat 
propelled by machinery, shall be fitted with hand-portable fire extinguishers as required by Table 3, depending upon the 
gross tonnage of the barge. 

k) Condition and number of fire extinguishers required for recreational vessels built model year 2017 or earlier. 

Vessels with a model year between 1953 and 2017 must meet the following requirements: 

(1) Previously installed extinguishers with extinguishing capacities that are less than what is required in Table 2 or Table 3 
need not be replaced but must be maintained in good condition. 

(2) All extinguishers installed after August 22, 2016, must meet the applicable requirements of Table 2 or Table 3. 

l) Vessels constructed prior to August 22, 2016, will be deemed built before model year 2017 and must meet the 
requirements of 33 CFR § 175.380. 

m) Vessels constructed prior to November 19, 1952, will be deemed built before model year 1953 and must meet the 
requirements of 33 CFR § 175.390. 

n) A vessel built before model year 1953 must meet the applicable number and general type of equipment provisions 
§§ 175.305 through 175.320. Existing items of equipment and installations previously approved but not meeting the 
applicable requirements for type approval may be continued in service provided they are in good condition. All new 
installations and replacements must meet the requirements of §§ 175.305 through 175.320. 

Credits 
NOTE: Authority cited: Section 652, Harbors and Navigation Code. Reference: Section 652, Harbors and Navigation 
Code. 

HISTORY 
1. Amendment filed 10-13-72; effective thirtieth day thereafter (Register 72, No. 42). 
2. Amendment filed 1-18-77; effective thirtieth day thereafter (Register 77, No. 4). 
3. Repealer of subsection (a)(1)(B) filed 10-31-83; effective thirtieth day thereafter (Register 83, No. 45). 
4. Editorial correction of NOTE filed 10-11-85 (Register 85, No. 41). 
This database is current through 7/19/24 Register 2024, No. 29. 
Cal. Admin. Code tit. 14, § 6573, 14 CA ADC § 6573 
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14 CCR § 6552 

§ 6552. Definitions. 
Currentness 

As used in Articles 4 and 5: 

(a) “Approved” means approved by the Commandant of the United States Coast Guard. 

(b) “Barge” means any nonself-propelled non “self-propelled”  vessel. 

(c) “Boat” means any vessel which is any of the following: 

(1) Manufactured or used primarily for noncommercial use. 

(2) Leased, rented, or chartered to another for the latter's noncommercial use. 

(3) Engaged in the carrying of six or fewer passengers, including those for-hire vessels carrying more than three passengers while 
using inland waters of the state that are not declared navigable by the United States Coast Guard. 

(4) Commercial vessels required to be numbered pursuant to Section 9850 of the Vehicle Code. 

(cd)  “Carrying passengers for hire” means the carriage of a person by a vessel for a valuable consideration, whether directly or 
indirectly flowing to the owner, charterer, operator, agent, or any other person interested in the vessel. 

(de) “Ferry” includes a vessel having provisions only for deck passengers and/or vehicles, operating on a short run on a frequent 
schedule between two points over the most direct water route, and offering a public service of a type normally attributed to a bridge 
or tunnel. “Ferry” does not include a vessel navigating the water of the ocean. 

(ef) “Fire extinguisher” means a marine-type fire extinguisher, as approved by the Commandant of the Coast Guard. 

(fg) “High Seas” means: 

(1) Crescent City Harbor. Those waters outside of a line drawn from Crescent City Entrance Light to the southeasternmost extremity 
of Whaler Island. 
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(2) Arcata-Humboldt Bay. Those waters outside of a line drawn from Humboldt Bay Entrance Light 4 to Humboldt Bay Entrance Light 
3. 

(3) Noyo River. Those waters outside of a line drawn from Noyo River Entrance Daybeacon 4 to Noyo River Entrance Light 5. 

(4) Albion River. Those waters outside of a line drawn on an axis of 030 true through Albion River Light 1 across Albion Cove. 

(5) Bodega Bay. Those waters outside of a line drawn from the seaward extremity of Bodega Harbor North Breakwater to Bodega 
Harbor Entrance Light 1. 

(6) Tomales Bay. Those waters outside of an east-west line drawn from Sand Point to Avalis Beach. 

(7) San Francisco Harbor. Those waters outside of a straight line drawn from Point Bonita Light through Mile Rocks Light to the 
shore. 

(8) Pillar Point Harbor. Those waters outside of a line drawn from Pillar Point Harbor Light 6 to Pillar Point Harbor Entrance Light. 

(9) Santa Cruz Harbor. Those waters outside of a line drawn from the seaward extremity of the Santa Cruz Harbor East Breakwater 
to Santa Cruz Harbor West Breakwater Light; thence to Santa Cruz Light. 

(10) Moss Landing Harbor. Those waters outside of a line drawn from the seaward extremity of the pier located 0.3 mile south of 
Moss Landing Harbor entrance to the seaward extremity of the Moss Landing Harbor North Breakwater. 

(11) Monterey Harbor. Those waters outside of a line drawn from Monterey Harbor Light 6 to the northern extremity of Monterey 
Municipal Wharf 2. 

(12) Estero-Morro Bay. Those waters outside of a line drawn from the seaward extremity of the Morro Bay East Breakwater to the 
Morro Bay West Breakwater Light. 

(13) San Luis Obispo Bay. Those waters outside of a line drawn from the southernmost extremity of Fossil Point to the seaward 
extremity of Whaler Island Breakwater. 

(14) Santa Barbara Harbor. Those waters outside of a line drawn from Santa Barbara Harbor Light 4 to Santa Barbara Harbor 
Breakwater Light. 

(15) Ventura Marina. Those waters outside of a line drawn from Ventura Marina South Jetty Light 6 to Ventura Marina Breakwater 
South Light 3; thence to Ventura Marina North Jetty Light 7. 

(16) Channel Islands Harbor. 

(A) Those waters outside of a line drawn from Channel Islands Harbor South Jetty Light 2 to Channel Islands Harbor Breakwater 
South Light 1. 
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(B) Those waters outside of a line drawn from Channel Islands Harbor Breakwater North Light to Channel Islands Harbor North Jetty 
Light 5. 

(17) Port Hueneme. Those waters outside of a line drawn from Port Hueneme East Jetty Light 4 to Port Hueneme West Jetty Light 3. 

(18) Marina del Rey. 

(A) Those waters outside of a line drawn from Marina del Rey Breakwater South Light 1 to Marina del Rey Light 4. 

(B) Those waters outside of a line drawn from Marina del Rey Breakwater North Light 2 to Marina del Rey Light 3. 

(C) Those waters outside of a line drawn from Marina del Rey Light 4 to the seaward extremity of the Ballona Creek South Jetty. 

(19) Redondo Harbor. Those waters outside of a line drawn from Redondo Beach East Jetty Light 2 to Redondo Beach West Jetty 
Light 3. 

(20) San Pedro Bay-Anaheim Bay. 

(A) Those waters outside of a line drawn across the seaward extremities of Anaheim Bay Entrance Jetties; thence to Long Beach 
Breakwater East End Light 1. 

(B) Those waters outside of a line drawn from Long Beach Channel Entrance Light 2 to Long Beach Light. 

(C) Those waters outside of a line drawn from Los Angeles Main Entrance Channel Light 2 to Los Angeles Light. 

(21) Newport Bay. Those waters outside of a line drawn from Newport Bay East Jetty Light 4 to Newport Bay West Jetty Light 3. 

(22) Santa Catalina Island. Those waters within the harbors of Santa Catalina Island. 

(23) Dana Point Harbor. Those waters outside of a line drawn from Dana Point Jetty Light 6 to Dana Point Breakwater Light 5. 

(24) Oceanside Harbor. Those waters outside of a line drawn from Oceanside South Jetty Light 4 to Oceanside Breakwater Light 3. 

(25) Mission Bay. Those waters outside of a line drawn from Mission Bay South Jetty Light 2 to Mission Bay North Jetty Light 1. 

(26) San Diego Harbor. Those waters outside of a line drawn from Zuniga Jetty Light “V” to Zuniga Jetty Light “Z”; thence to Point 
Loma Light. 

(27) Other Entrances. At all buoyed entrances from seaward to bays, sounds, rivers, or other estuaries for which specific lines are not 
described in this section, the waters outside of a line approximately parallel with the general trend of the shore, drawn through the 
outermost buoy or buoys or other aid to navigation of any system of aids. 
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(gh) “Inland Waters” means any waters within the territorial limits of California other than those that are defined in Section 6552(f) of 
these regulations as the “high seas.” 

(hi) “Machinery” includes an inboard or outboard engine and any other type of motor or mechanical device capable of propelling a 
vessel. 

(j) “Model Year” means the period beginning June 1 of a year and ending on July 31 of the following year and being designated by 
the year in which it ends. 

(jk) Non “self-propelled vessel” means a vessel without sufficient means for self-propulsion and is required to be towed. 

(jl) “Operator” means the person who operates or who has charge of the navigation or use of a vessel. 

(km) “Passenger” means every person, other than the master and a member of the crew or other persons employed or engaged 
in any capacity on board a vessel in the business of that vessel. 

(ln) “Power driven vessel” means any vessel propelled by machinery. 

(mo) “Sailing vessel” means any vessel under sail provided that propelling machinery, if fitted, is not being used. 

(np) “Ship's lifeboat” means a lifeboat used solely for lifesaving purposes and does not include dinghies, tenders, speedboats, 
or other types of craft carried aboard a vessel and used for other than lifesaving purposes. 

(oq) “Whistle” means any sound signaling appliance capable of producing the prescribed blasts. 

(p) “Boat” means any vessel which is any of the following: 

(1) Manufactured or used primarily for noncommercial use. 

(2) Leased, rented, or chartered to another for the latter's noncommercial use. 

(3) Engaged in the carrying of six or fewer passengers, including those for-hire vessels carrying more than three passengers while 
using inland waters of the state that are not declared navigable by the United States Coast Guard. 

(4) Commercial vessels required to be numbered pursuant to Section 9850 of the Vehicle Code. 

(qr) “Vessel” includes every description of water craft, including non-displacement craft and seaplanes, used or capable of 
being used as a means of transportation on water; 

(rs) “Seaplane” includes any aircraft designed to maneuver on the water. 
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r. othe(yz) 

(st) “Vessel engaged in fishing” means any vessel fishing with nets, lines, trawls, or other fishing apparatus which restricts 
maneuverability, but does not include a vessel fishing with trolling lines or other fishing apparatus which do not restrict 
maneuverability; 

(tu) “Vessel not under command” means a vessel which, through some exceptional circumstance, is unable to maneuver as required 
by these Rules, and is, therefore, unable to keep out of the way of another vessel. 

(uv) “Vessel restricted in her ability to maneuver” means a vessel which, from the nature of her work, is restricted in her ability to 
maneuver as required by these Rules, and is, therefore, unable to keep out of the way of another vessel; vessels restricted in their 
ability to maneuver include, but are not limited to: 

(1) A vessel engaged in laying, servicing, or picking up a navigation mark, submarine cable, or pipeline; 

(2) A vessel engaged in dredging, surveying, or underwater operations; 

(3) A vessel engaged in replenishment or transferring persons, provisions, or cargo while underway; 

(4) A vessel engaged in the launching or recovery of aircraft; 

(5) A vessel engaged in minesweeping operations; and 

(6) A vessel engaged in a towing operation such as severely restricts the towing vessel and her tow in their ability to deviate from 
their course. 

(vw) “Underway” means that a vessel is not at anchor, or made fast to the shore, or aground. 

(wx) “Length” and “breadth” of a vessel mean her length overall and greatest breadth. 

(xy)  Vessels shall be deemed to be in sight of one another only when one can be observed visually from the 

“Restricted visibility” means any condition in which visibility is restricted by fog, mist, falling snow, heavy rainstorms, 
sandstorms, or any other similar causes. 

Credits  
NOTE: Authority cited: Sections 652 and 655.3, Harbors and Navigation Code. Reference: Sections 650, 652 and 655.3, Harbors 
and Navigation Code. 

HISTORY 

1. Amendment of subsection (f) filed 10-13-72; effective thirtieth day thereafter (Register 72, No. 42). 

2. Amendment filed 1-18-77; effective thirtieth day thereafter (Register 77, No. 4). 
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3. Amendment filed 8-26-77; effective thirtieth day thereafter (Register 77, No. 35). 

4. Amendment filed 4-26-78; effective thirtieth day thereafter (Register 78, No. 17). 

5. Amendment filed 1-28-83; effective thirtieth day thereafter (Register 83, No. 5). 

6. Editorial correction of NOTE filed 10-11-85 (Register 85, No. 41). 

7. Amendment of subsection (f) filed 8-28-86; effective thirtieth day thereafter (Register 86, No. 35). 

This database is current through 7/19/24 Register 2024, No. 29. 

Cal. Admin. Code tit. 14, § 6552, 14 CA ADC § 6552 
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INITIAL STATEMENT OF REASONS 
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TITLE 14. NATURAL RESOURCES 
RECREATIONAL BOATING SAFETY REGULATIONS 

INITIAL STATEMENT OF REASONS 

Subject Matter of Proposed Regulations: Fire Extinguishing Equipment Required 

Sections Affected: Amend the California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Division 4, Chapter 1 (CCR) §§ 6570, 6571, 
6572, 6573 and definitions found in § 6552 

BACKGROUND AND PROBLEM STATEMENT 

Title 14 CCR §§ 6570, 6571, 6572, 6573 and definitions found in § 6552 which addresses the fire extinguishing equipment 
required on recreational vessels 65 feet or less in length. 

The Program is administered by the Division of Boating and Waterways (Division) within the California Department of 
Parks and Recreation (Department). 

On April 6, 2023, the United States Coast Guard Boating Safety Division (CG-BSX-2) completed a compliance review of 
the Division’s Recreational Boating Safety (RBS) grant program. This compliance review is used to monitor if a state is in 
compliance with specific elements of applicable federal laws and regulations, including Title 46 U.S.C. Chapter 131 which 
specifies requirements for the State’s RBS grant program. As a result of the April 6, 2023 review, it was identified that 
terminology found in Title 14 CCR §§ 6570, 6571, 6572, 6573 and definitions found in § 6552 did not comply with Code of 
Federal Regulations (CFR), found at 33 CFR 175, Chapter 1, Sub-Chapter S which addresses the fire extinguishing 
equipment required on recreational vessels 65 feet or less in length, effective April 20, 2022. 

DBW must update Title 14 CCR §§ 6570, 6571, 6572, 6573 and definitions found in § 6552 to align with federal 
regulations and current industry standards. 
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SPECIFIC PURPOSE, ANTICIPATED BENEFIT, AND NECESSITY 

14 CCR § 6570 
§ 6570. Fire Extinguishing Equipment--Definitions. 

(a) A “B” type fire extinguisher means a fire extinguisher system suitable for extinguishing fires involving flammable 
liquids, greases, etc. 

(b) “Hand-portable fire extinguisher” means a fire extinguisher of either of the following minimum sizes: 

Size Foam gallons Carbon dioxide, pounds Dry chemicals, pounds Freon, pounds 
I 1 ¼ 4 2 2 ½ 

II 2 ½ 15 10 --

(c) “Semi-portable fire extinguisher” means a fire extinguisher system of the following size or larger which is fitted with 
a suitable hose and nozzle, or other practicable means, so that all portions of the space concerned may be 
covered. 

Size Foam gallons Carbon dioxide, pounds Dry chemicals, pounds 
III 35 20 

12 

(d) “Fixed fire extinguishing system” means a fire extinguishing system of an approved carbon dioxide type, designed and 
installed in agreement with the applicable provisions of subpart 76.15 of subchapter H of Title 46, Code of Federal 
Regulations, as amended. Fixed Fire Extinguishing Systems
(1) A fixed fire extinguishing system must be of a type approved by the Coast Guard under 46 CFR part 162. 
(2) A carbon dioxide system must be designed and installed in accordance with 46 CFR part 76, subpart 76.15. 
(3) An automatic sprinkler system must be designed and installed in accordance with 46 CFR 25.30-15(c). 
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Specific Purpose: 
The specific purpose of this amendment is to make non-substantial, grammatical changes to the regulation. Additionally, 
the purpose of updating Title 14 CCR 6570(d) to incorporate 33 CFR Subpart E, § 175.315 is to align California 
regulations with updated federal fire safety requirements for recreational vessels. 33 CFR § 175.315 sets standards for 
the fixed fire extinguishing systems required on recreational vessels, specifying the minimum fire extinguisher 
requirements based on the length and type of vessel. By updating Title 14 CCR 6570(d) to mirror these federal standards, 
California will ensure consistency in fire safety requirements across both state and federal waters. This update will provide 
clear guidelines for recreational boaters regarding fixed fire extinguishing systems and where these extinguishers should 
be placed on their vessels. 

Benefits: 
The revised grammatical edits ensure that the regulations are easier to understand, thus reducing the potential for 
misinterpretation. Additionally, the benefits of updating Title 14 CCR 6570(d) to incorporate 33 CFR Subpart E, § 175.315 
will ensure that California boaters have the correct type of fixed fire extinguishing systems based on the size and type of 
their vessel, as per federal guidelines. By having adequate fire protection, boaters will be better equipped to manage fire 
emergencies on the water, potentially saving lives and preventing property damage. The proper placement of fire 
extinguishers also ensures quick access in case of an emergency, further enhancing the vessel’s fire preparedness. 

Necessity: 
Even without substantial changes, the revisions help ensure that the regulatory text is up to date with current legal 
practices, terminology, and formatting standards. Additionally, fires on recreational vessels can have devastating 
consequences. Whether caused by fuel leaks, engine malfunctions, or electrical issues, fires can spread rapidly on boats, 
especially in confined spaces. Having the correct fixed fire extinguishing systems in designated spaces is crucial for 
preventing fire-related injuries and fatalities. 33 CFR § 175.315 outlines clear fire extinguisher requirements, ensuring that 
boaters are adequately prepared for such emergencies. 

14 CCR § 6570 
§ 6570. Fixed Fire Extinguishing Systems 

(a) A fixed fire extinguishing system must be of a type approved by the Coast Guard under 46 CFR part 162. 

(b) A carbon dioxide system must be designed and installed in accordance with 46 CFR part 76, subpart 76.15. 
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(c) An automatic sprinkler system must be designed and installed in accordance with 46 CFR 25.30-15(c). 

Specific Purpose: 
This regulation was struck out and moved in its entirety to § 6570 (d) Fixed Fire Extinguishing Systems. The primary 
purpose of moving the regulation section is to improve the overall structure of the regulations, ensuring that related 
provisions are grouped together logically. This enhances the flow of information and makes the regulations easier to 
navigate. Also, by consolidating related provisions into a single section, the reorganization reflects a clearer presentation 
of regulatory intent, helping stakeholders understand the context of related rules more easily. 

Benefits: 
Grouping related provisions together enhances the ease of use for stakeholders, allowing them to quickly locate relevant 
rules. This will reduce the time spent searching through different sections and increase regulatory compliance. Also, by 
ensuring that similar provisions are placed together, the reorganization strengthens consistency in how the regulations are 
applied. This reduces the chances of conflicting interpretations and ensures uniformity in enforcement. 

Necessity: 
The reorganization is necessary to address inconsistencies or confusion caused by the previous placement of the section. 
Moving it to a more logical location ensures that the regulations are as clear and easy to follow as possible. By improving 
the organization and making the regulations easier to interpret, the move will ultimately support better enforcement and 
compliance, reducing the likelihood of errors or misinterpretation by both regulators and regulated entities. 

14 CCR § 6571 
§ 6571. Fire Extinguishing Equipment--Vaporizing--Liquid Type. 

A vaporizing-liquid type fire extinguisher containing carbon tetrachloride or chlorobromomethane or other toxic vaporizing 
liquids are not acceptable as equipment required by Section 6573. 

Credits 
NOTE: Authority cited: Section 652, Harbors and Navigation Code. Reference: Section 652, Harbors and Navigation 
Code. 
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HISTORY 
1. Amendment filed 1-18-77; effective thirtieth day thereafter (Register 77, No. 4). 
2. Editorial correction of NOTE filed 10-11-85 (Register 85, No. 41). 
This database is current through 7/19/24 Register 2024, No. 29. 
Cal. Admin. Code tit. 14, § 6571, 14 CA ADC § 6571 

Specific Purpose: 
This regulation was struck out and moved in its entirety to § 6573 (c). The primary purpose of moving the regulation 
section is to improve the overall structure of the regulations, ensuring that related provisions are grouped together 
logically. This enhances the flow of information and makes the regulations easier to navigate. Also, by consolidating 
related provisions into a single section, the reorganization reflects a clearer presentation of regulatory intent, helping 
stakeholders understand the context of related rules more easily. 

Benefits: 
Grouping related provisions together enhances the ease of use for stakeholders, allowing them to quickly locate relevant 
rules. This will reduce the time spent searching through different sections and increase regulatory compliance. Also, by 
ensuring that similar provisions are placed together, the reorganization strengthens consistency in how the regulations are 
applied. This reduces the chances of conflicting interpretations and ensures uniformity in enforcement. 

Necessity: 
The reorganization is necessary to address inconsistencies or confusion caused by the previous placement of the section. 
Moving it to a more logical location ensures that the regulations are as clear and easy to follow as possible. By improving 
the organization and making the regulations easier to interpret, the move will ultimately support better enforcement and 
compliance, reducing the likelihood of errors or misinterpretation by both regulators and regulated entities. Additionally, it 
reduces the complexity of understanding how the regulations interrelate, helping stakeholders better understand the rules 
and their implications. 
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14 CCR § 6572 
§ 6572. Fire Extinguishing Equipment--Markings Required. 

Currentness 
(a) Each hand portable handportable  fire extinguisher and semiportable fire extinguishing system shall have permanently 
attached thereto a metallic name plate giving the 

(1) Name of the item 

(2) Rated capacity in gallons, quarts, or pounds 

(3) Name of the person or firm for whom approved 

(4) Address of the person or firm for whom approved, and 

(5) The identifying mark of the actual manufacturer. 

(b) Each hand portable handportable fire extinguisher and semiportable fire extinguisher shall bear a label containing the 
“marine type” listing manifest issued by a recognized laboratory, as defined in 46 CFR 162.028-5 and 162.039-5. This 
label will include the classification of the extinguisher in accordance with the Coast Guard approval number, thus: “Marine 
Type USCG Type , Approval No. 162.028/ , or 162.039/Ex.__________ __________  __________.” 

Credits 
NOTE: Authority cited: Section 652, Harbors and Navigation Code. Reference: Section 652, Harbors and Navigation 
Code. 

HISTORY  
1. Amendment filed 10-31-83; effective thirtieth day thereafter (Register 83, No. 45). 
2. Editorial correction of NOTE filed 10-11-85 (Register 85, No. 41). 
This database is current through 7/19/24 Register 2024, No. 29. 

Specific Purpose: 
The specific purpose of this amendment is to make non-substantial, grammatical changes to the regulation. 

Benefits: 
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The revised language removes ambiguity and ensures that the regulations are easier to understand, thus reducing the 
potential for misinterpretation. 

Necessity: 
Even without substantial changes, the revisions help ensure that the regulatory text is up to date with current legal 
practices, terminology, and formatting standards. 
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14 CCR § 6573 
§ 6573. Fire Extinguishing Equipment, --Requirements. Portable fire extinguishers and 

semi-portable fire extinguishing systems 

Specific Purpose: 
The specific purpose of this amendment is to add “Portable fire extinguishers and semi-portable fire extinguishing 
systems” to the requirements section in the title of 14 CCR § 6573. This change makes it clearer where to find information 
on portable and semi-portable fire extinguishers and reduces the complexity of understanding how the regulations 
interrelate, helping stakeholders better understand the rules and their implications. 

Benefits: 
The revised language removes ambiguity and ensures that the regulations are easier to understand, thus reducing the 
potential for misinterpretation. 

Necessity: 
Even without substantial changes, the revisions help ensure that the regulatory text is up to date with current legal 
practices, terminology, and formatting standards. 

(a) Boat Propelled by Machinery Sixty-five Feet or Less in Length. A boat propelled by machinery 65 feet or less in length 
shall carry at least the minimum number of hand-portable fire extinguishers set forth in Recreational vessels 65 feet or 
less in length. A recreational vessel 65 feet or less in length must carry at least the minimum number of portable fire 
extinguishers set forth in Table 2. 

Specific Purpose: 
The specific purpose of this amendment is to make non-substantial, grammatical changes to the regulation. 

Benefits: 
The revised language removes ambiguity and ensures that the regulations are easier to understand, thus reducing the 
potential for misinterpretation. The revisions also ensure consistency in terminology and structure, making it easier to 
cross-reference different sections of the regulations. 
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Necessity: 
Even without substantial changes, the revisions help ensure that the regulatory text is up to date with current legal 
practices, terminology, and formatting standards. 

TABLE 2  
Minimum number of type B-I 5-B hand-portable fire 
extinguishers required1 

Without fixed fire extinguishing 
system in machinery space  

With fixed fire extinguishing 
system in machinery space  Size of boat Length, feet 

Under 16

16 and over, but under 26

26 and over, but under 40

40 and over, but  not over 65  

1 

1 

2 

3 

0 

0 

1 

2 

1 One type B-II 20-B hand-portable fire extinguisher may be substituted for two type B-I 5-B hand-portable fire 
extinguishers. 

(1) Exceptions: A boat vessel of any of the following types is not required to carry a fire extinguisher: 
(A) Less than 26 feet in length, not carrying passengers for hire, propelled by an outboard motor, without permanently 
installed fuel tanks, and of a construction which will not permit the entrapment of explosive or flammable gasses or 
vapors. 

Specific Purpose: 
The specific purpose behind changing fire extinguisher ratings, such as moving from B-II to 20-B and B-1 to 5-B, align fire 
protection standards with updated testing criteria, enhancing safety, and improving the clarity of fire safety equipment 
requirements. Fire extinguisher ratings are updated to align with national and international standards, such as those from 
the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) or Underwriters Laboratories (UL). The change from B-II to 20-B and B-1 
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to 5-B reflects an updated system for assessing fire extinguisher performance. The numeric ratings (20-B and 5-B) are 
based on newer, more specific testing methods and provide clearer guidance on the type of fire the extinguisher can 
effectively combat. In California, the U.S. Coast Guard requires vessels to carry fire extinguishers with certain ratings 
based on the size and type of vessel. The changes in ratings help boaters meet these updated regulatory requirements. 

Benefits: 
Vessels are vulnerable to fires due to the combination of flammable materials (fuel, oils, and other combustibles) and 
confined spaces. Having the right fire extinguisher, rated appropriately for marine hazards, is critical to ensuring that 
boaters can address a fire before it becomes life-threatening. 

The updated ratings (e.g., 20-B and 5-B) reflect modern testing that better aligns with the types of fires that are most 
common on boats. These fires can occur in engine rooms, kitchens, or even in cabins, and having an extinguisher with 
the proper rating ensures the boat is adequately prepared to handle a fire in these specific environments. 

Necessity: 
The updated ratings (e.g., 20-B and 5-B) are important to boaters because they ensure they have the right fire safety 
equipment to handle potential fire risks on their vessels effectively. The updated ratings help boaters comply with 
regulations, improve fire protection, and increase safety on board, ultimately reducing the risk of fire-related accidents or 
tragedies at sea. 

(1) Conditions requiring fire extinguishers: 

(A) Closed compartment under thwarts and seats wherein portable fuel tanks may be stored. 
(B) Double bottoms not sealed to the hull or which are not completely filled with flotation material. 
(C) Closed living spaces. 
(D) Closed stowage compartments in which combustible or flammable materials are stowed. 
(E) Permanently installed fuel tanks. 

(2) Conditions that do not in themselves require Fire Extinguishers: 
(F) Bait wells 
(G) Glove compartments 
(H) Buoyant flotation material 
(I) Open slatted flooring. 
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(J) ice chests 

Specific Purpose: 
The specific purpose behind this addition is to align state regulations with United States Coast Guard requirements found 
in 33 CFR § 175.320(a)(2). By aligning state regulations with federal regulations, it ensures that boaters are subject to the 
same safety standards, no matter where they are located. This consistency simplifies compliance for boaters who may 
operate in different states or cross state lines, ensuring they follow the same rules everywhere. Additionally, the conditions 
that require fire extinguishers, such as closed compartments where fuel tanks are stored or closed living spaces, are 
critical areas where fire risks are higher. Ensuring these conditions are covered by state regulations improves safety by 
ensuring all boats meet the same fire safety requirements, minimizing the risk of fire-related incidents in these high-risk 
areas. 

Benefits: 
By aligning state regulations with federal regulations, it ensures that boaters are subject to the same safety standards, no 
matter where they are located. This consistency simplifies compliance for boaters who may operate in different states or 
cross state lines, ensuring they follow the same rules everywhere. Additionally, the conditions that require fire 
extinguishers, such as closed compartments where fuel tanks are stored or closed living spaces, are critical areas where 
fire risks are higher. Ensuring these conditions are covered by state regulations improves safety by ensuring all boats 
meet the same fire safety requirements, minimizing the risk of fire-related incidents in these high-risk areas. By 
embedding federal regulations into state laws, law enforcement and safety inspectors at the state level have clear, 
standardized rules to enforce, which streamlines safety inspections and ensures boaters are properly protected. 

Necessity: 
Incorporating these federal fire extinguisher regulations into state laws is important because it ensures uniformity, 
enhanced safety, clarity in compliance, and up-to-date protections for boaters. It not only standardizes fire safety across 
jurisdictions but also fosters trust, reduces risks, and strengthens both compliance and enforcement, contributing to a 
safer boating environment overall. Additionally, the conditions that require fire extinguishers, such as closed 
compartments where fuel tanks are stored or closed living spaces, are critical areas where fire risks are higher. Ensuring 
these conditions are covered by state regulations improves safety by ensuring all boats meet the same fire safety 
requirements, minimizing the risk of fire-related incidents in these high-risk areas. 
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(b) All portable and semi-portable fire extinguishers must— 

(1) Be on board and readily accessible; 

(2) Be of an approved type; 

(3) Not be expired or appear to have been previously used; and 

(4) Be maintained in good and serviceable working condition, meaning: 

(i) If the extinguisher has a pressure gauge reading or indicator it must be in the operable range or position; 

(ii)The lock pin is firmly in place; 

(iii) The discharge nozzle is clean and free of obstruction; and 

(iv) The extinguisher does not show visible signs of significant corrosion or damage. 

Specific Purpose: 
The specific purpose behind this addition is to align state regulations with United States Coast Guard requirements found 
in 33 CFR § 175.310(a)(1-4). By aligning state regulations with federal regulations, it ensures that boaters are subject to 
the same safety standards, no matter where they are located. This consistency simplifies compliance for boaters who may 
operate in different states or cross state lines, ensuring they follow the same rules everywhere. The requirement that fire 
extinguishers must be “on board and readily accessible” ensures that boaters can quickly access fire-fighting equipment in 
an emergency. In the event of a fire, quick access is critical to preventing the spread of flames and reducing damage to 
the boat or injury to passengers. This regulation is already a requirement for boaters in CCR 14 CCR § 6569 and helps to 
mitigate the risk of delays in firefighting efforts that could lead to greater harm. The regulations provide boaters with clear 
and actionable instructions about fire extinguisher requirements. This simplicity helps boat owners know what to check 
and maintain for compliance, ensuring they are properly equipped for fire safety. For example, boaters are clearly 
informed that extinguishers must be approved, non-expired, and in good working condition, so they can be proactive 
about safety rather than reactive in an emergency. 

Benefits: 
The regulations provide boaters with clear and actionable instructions about fire extinguisher requirements. This simplicity 
helps boat owners know what to check and maintain for compliance, ensuring they are properly equipped for fire safety. 
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For example, boaters are clearly informed that extinguishers must be approved, non-expired, and in good working 
condition, so they can be proactive about safety rather than reactive in an emergency. 

Necessity: 
The necessity of requiring these federal regulations in California state law is to ensure consistent and effective fire safety 
across the state and align with national standards. These regulations promote the readiness, maintenance, and 
accessibility of fire extinguishers on boats, thereby reducing fire risks, improving boater safety, and ensuring that the 
equipment works when it's needed most. By incorporating these standards into state law, California can enhance boating 
safety, protect lives, and minimize property damage due to fires, while also ensuring compliance with federal regulations. 

(c) Vaporizing-liquid type fire extinguishers containing carbon tetrachloride, chlorobromomethane, or other toxic vaporizing 
liquids, are not acceptable as equipment required by this subpart. 

Specific Purpose: 
This language was added to 14 CCR § 6573 from the proposed repealed section 14 CCR § 6571 to improve the overall 
structure of the regulations, ensuring that related provisions are grouped together logically. This enhances the flow of 
information and makes the regulations easier to navigate. Also, by consolidating related provisions into a single section, 
the reorganization reflects a clearer presentation of regulatory intent, helping stakeholders understand the context of 
related rules more easily. 

Benefits: 
Grouping related provisions together enhances the ease of use for stakeholders, allowing them to quickly locate relevant 
rules. This will reduce the time spent searching through different sections and increase regulatory compliance. Also, by 
ensuring that similar provisions are placed together, the reorganization strengthens consistency in how the regulations are 
applied. This reduces the chances of conflicting interpretations and ensures uniformity in enforcement. 

Necessity:  
The reorganization is necessary to address inconsistencies or confusion caused by the previous placement of the section. 
Moving it to a more logical location ensures that the regulations are as clear and easy to follow as possible. By improving 
the organization and making the regulations easier to interpret, the move will ultimately support better enforcement and 
compliance, reducing the likelihood of errors or misinterpretation by both regulators and regulated entities. Additionally, it 
reduces the complexity of understanding how the regulations interrelate, helping stakeholders better understand the rules 
and their implications. 
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(d) Portable or semi-portable extinguishers that are required by their name plates to be protected from freezing must not 
be located where freezing temperatures may be expected. 

Specific Purpose: 
The specific purpose behind this addition is to align state regulations with United States Coast Guard requirements found 
in 33 CFR § 175.310(c). By aligning state regulations with federal regulations, it ensures that boaters are subject to the 
same safety standards, no matter where they are located. This consistency simplifies compliance for boaters who may 
operate in different states or cross state lines, ensuring they follow the same rules everywhere. Additionally, fire 
extinguishers susceptible to freezing (e.g., those with water-based agents) must be kept above freezing temperatures to 
ensure the contents do not freeze. If the contents freeze, the extinguisher will be ineffective when needed. This regulation 
ensures that fire extinguishers are stored in locations where freezing temperatures will not compromise their ability to 
work during an emergency. 

Benefits: 
On a boat, fire extinguishers are essential, especially since fires can spread quickly in the confined and often hazardous 
environment of a boat. Requiring extinguishers to be stored in areas protected from freezing temperatures ensures that 
boaters have reliable firefighting equipment at all times, even in cold conditions. By requiring portable or semi-portable 
extinguishers be protected from freezing temperatures, California is safeguarding against the risk of malfunctioning fire 
extinguishers due to freezing, thereby enhancing boater safety, and ensuring fire-fighting readiness in all conditions. This 
requirement helps maintain equipment integrity, supports national consistency in fire safety regulations, and prevents 
avoidable fire safety failures in cold or fluctuating temperatures. 

Necessity: 
On a boat, fire extinguishers are essential, especially since fires can spread quickly in the confined and often hazardous 
environment of a boat. The requirement to store extinguishers in areas protected from freezing ensures that boaters have 
reliable firefighting equipment at all times, even in cold conditions. California, especially in certain regions, can experience 
cold temperatures, especially in higher elevations or during winter months. Boaters who operate in areas where freezing 
is possible must follow this regulation to ensure their extinguishers will perform as needed if a fire occurs. Freezing could 
compromise both the physical components of the extinguisher and the performance of the fire suppressing agent. 
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(e) The use of dry chemical stored pressure fire extinguishers not fitted with pressure gauges or indicating devices, 
manufactured prior to January 1, 1965, is permitted on board recreational vessels if such extinguishers are maintained in 
good and serviceable condition. The following maintenance and inspections are required for such extinguishers: 

(1) When the date on the inspection record tag on the extinguishers shows that 6 months have elapsed since the last 
weight check ashore, then such extinguishers are no longer accepted as meeting required maintenance conditions until 
they are reweighed ashore, found to be in a serviceable condition, and within required weight conditions. 

(2) If the weight of the container is 1⁄4 ounce less than that stamped on the container, it must be serviced. 

(3) If the outer seal or seals (which indicate tampering or use when broken) are not intact, the boarding officer or marine 
inspector will inspect such extinguishers to see that the frangible disc in the neck of the container is intact; and, if such 
disc is not intact, the container must be serviced. 

(4) If there is evidence of damage, use, or leakage, such as dry chemical powder observed in the nozzle or elsewhere on 
the extinguisher, the extinguisher must be serviced or replaced. 

Specific Purpose: 
To incorporate fire protection requirements found in 33 CFR 175.310 into the California Code of Regulations, state 
authorities would have more direct control and oversight over enforcement. Additionally, CCR is silent on requirements for 
the use of dry chemical stored pressure fire extinguishers not fitted with pressure gauges or indicating devices, 
manufactured prior to January 1, 1965. 

Benefits: 
By incorporating fire protection requirements into the California Code of Regulations, state authorities would have more 
direct control and oversight over enforcement. This could streamline enforcement efforts, making it easier for local 
authorities to inspect and ensure compliance with fire safety standards. State-level enforcement might be more efficient 
and responsive to California’s specific challenges, potentially offering better regulatory oversight for vessel owners and 
operators in the state. 

Necessity: 
Shifting fire protection requirements for vessels from 33 CFR 175.310 to the California Code of Regulations would directly 
enhance public boater safety by allowing for more targeted and effective safety measures that are tailored to the unique 
conditions of California's waters. With local enforcement, boaters would be more likely to follow regulations that are 
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directly relevant to their specific needs and the environmental risks they face. These localized regulations could be 
updated more quickly to address new fire hazards or safety technologies, ensuring boaters are always operating with the 
most current information. Additionally, clearer, state-specific guidelines would increase public awareness and education 
around fire safety, leading to better compliance and ultimately reducing the risk of fire-related incidents on California’s 
waters. 

(f) Dry chemical extinguishers, stored pressure extinguishers, and fire extinguishers without pressure gauges or indicating 
devices, manufactured after January 1, 1965, cannot be labeled with the marine type label described in 46 CFR 162.028-
4. These extinguishers may be carried onboard recreational vessels as excess equipment, subject to paragraphs (b) and 
(c) of this section. 

Specific Purpose: 
To incorporate fire protection requirements found in 33 CFR 175.310 into the California Code of Regulations, state 
authorities would have more direct control and oversight over enforcement. Additionally, CCR is silent on requirements for 
dry chemical extinguishers, stored pressure extinguishers, and fire extinguishers without pressure gauges or indicating 
devices, manufactured after January 1, 1965. 

Benefits: 
Shifting fire protection requirements for vessels from 33 CFR 175.310 to the California Code of Regulations would directly 
enhance public boater safety by allowing for more targeted and effective safety measures that are tailored to the unique 
conditions of California's waters. With local enforcement, boaters would be more likely to follow regulations that are 
directly relevant to their specific needs and the environmental risks they face. These localized regulations could be 
updated more quickly to address new fire hazards or safety technologies, ensuring boaters are always operating with the 
most current information. Additionally, clearer, state-specific guidelines would increase public awareness and education 
around fire safety, leading to better compliance and ultimately reducing the risk of fire-related incidents on California’s 
waters. 

Necessity: 
Shifting fire protection requirements for vessels from 33 CFR 175.310 to the California Code of Regulations would directly 
enhance public boater safety by allowing for more targeted and effective safety measures that are tailored to the unique 
conditions of California's waters. With local enforcement, boaters would be more likely to follow regulations that are 
directly relevant to their specific needs and the environmental risks they face. These localized regulations could be 
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updated more quickly to address new fire hazards or safety technologies, ensuring boaters are always operating with the 
most current information. Additionally, clearer, state-specific guidelines would increase public awareness and education 
around fire safety, leading to better compliance and ultimately reducing the risk of fire-related incidents on California’s 
waters. 

(g) Semi-portable extinguishers must be fitted with a suitable hose and nozzle, or other practicable means, so that all 
portions of the space concerned may be covered. 

Specific Purpose: 
The purpose of adding the CFR 175.310 fire protection requirements into Title 14 CCR § 6573 is to ensure that 
recreational boaters in California are equipped with the necessary fire safety equipment and measures to protect 
themselves and their passengers while on the water. These regulations focus on minimum standards for fire extinguishers 
and other safety gear, tailored to the unique conditions of recreational boating. Incorporating these requirements into the 
state’s regulations would ensure consistency and clarity in enforcing fire safety on recreational vessels. 

Benefits: 
The anticipated benefit of adding these regulations to Title 14 CCR § 6573 is a higher level of safety for recreational 
boaters, reducing the risk of fire-related accidents while boating. By adopting these fire protection requirements at the 
state level, California can ensure that boaters are better equipped to handle fire emergencies on their vessels. The clear, 
localized guidelines would make it easier for boaters to understand what is required, and state enforcement agencies 
would have the authority to conduct inspections more effectively. This would help ensure that fire safety measures are 
being followed, leading to fewer incidents and enhanced safety for all involved. 

Necessity: 
The necessity of these fire protection requirements lies in the fact that recreational boaters face unique fire hazards on the 
water that are not fully addressed by federal regulations alone. California’s large boating community, combined with the 
frequent use of older or less well-maintained vessels, presents specific risks where fire protection is critical. Accidents 
such as engine fires, fuel system leaks, and electrical fires can happen on any boat, and having proper fire extinguishers 
and safety equipment is vital in preventing tragedy. By incorporating these regulations into the California Code of 
Regulations, the state can directly address these risks, ensuring boaters have the appropriate equipment and training to 
respond effectively to fire emergencies while on the water. This localized approach is necessary to create a safer boating 
environment, where regulations are tailored to the needs of California’s boating community. 
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(h) Boat Vessel  Propelled by Machinery Over Sixty-Five Feet in Length. A boat vessel propelled by machinery over 65 
feet in length shall carry at least the minimum number of hand-portable fire extinguishers set forth in Table 3 and in 
addition shall carry: 

(1) One type B-II 20-B  hand-portable fire extinguisher for each 1,000 Brake horsepower  (B.H.P.)  of the main engine or 
fraction thereof. However, not more than six such extinguishers need are required to  be carried. 

(2) On boats vessels  propelled by machinery over 65 feet in length and over 300 gross tons, either one type B-III 160-B  
semi-portable fire extinguishing system shall be fitted, or alternatively, a fixed fire extinguishing system shall be fitted in 
the machinery space. 

Specific Purpose: 
The specific purpose of this amendment is to make non-substantial, grammatical changes to the regulation to define what 
BHP means in the current text. 

Benefits: 
The revised language removes ambiguity and ensures that the regulations are easier to understand, thus reducing the 
potential for misinterpretation. 

Necessity: 
Even without substantial changes, the revisions help ensure that the regulatory text is up to date with current legal 
practices, terminology, and formatting standards. 

(c) Extinguishers with larger numerical ratings or multiple letter designations. Extinguishers with larger numerical ratings 
or multiple letter designations may be used to meet the requirements of Table 2 and table 3. 

Specific Purpose: 
To incorporate fire protection requirements found in 33 CFR 175.320 into the California Code of Regulations as CCR is 
silent on the option for extinguishers with larger numerical ratings or multiple letter designations to be used to meet the 
requirements of Table 2 and table 3 found at 14 CCR § 6573. 
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--

--

Benefits: 
Shifting fire protection requirements for vessels from 33 CFR 175.320 to the California Code of Regulations would directly 
enhance public boater safety by allowing for more targeted and effective safety measures that are tailored to the unique 
conditions of California's waters. Further, the addition allows boaters the option to use extinguishers with larger numerical 
ratings or multiple letter designations to meet specific requirements found in Table 2 and table 3 of this section (14 CCR § 
6573) local enforcement, boaters would be more likely to follow regulations that are directly relevant to their specific needs 
and the environmental risks they face. These localized regulations could be updated more quickly to address new fire 
hazards or safety technologies, ensuring boaters are always operating with the most current information. Additionally, 
clearer, state-specific guidelines would increase public awareness and education around fire safety, leading to better 
compliance and ultimately reducing the risk of fire-related incidents on California’s waters. 

Necessity: 
Shifting fire protection requirements for vessels from 33 CFR 175.320 to the California Code of Regulations would directly 
enhance public boater safety by allowing for more targeted and effective safety measures that are tailored to the unique 
conditions of California's waters. With local enforcement, boaters would be more likely to follow regulations that are 
directly relevant to their specific needs and the environmental risks they face. These localized regulations could be 
updated more quickly to address new fire hazards or safety technologies, ensuring boaters are always operating with the 
most current information. Additionally, clearer, state-specific guidelines would increase public awareness and education 
around fire safety, leading to better compliance and ultimately reducing the risk of fire-related incidents on California’s 
waters. 

Gross tonnage 
Over Not over 

50 
50 100 
100 500 
500 1,000 
1,000 

Specific Purpose: 

TABLE 3  
Minimum number of B-II 20-B portable fire extinguishers hand-

portable fire extinguishers 
1  
2 
3  
6  
8 
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The specific purpose behind changing fire extinguisher ratings, such as moving from B-II to 20-B and B-1 to 5-B, align fire 
protection standards with updated testing criteria, enhancing safety, and improving the clarity of fire safety equipment 
requirements. Fire extinguisher ratings are updated to align with national and international standards, such as those from 
the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) or Underwriters Laboratories (UL). The change from B-II to 20-B and B-1 
to 5-B reflects an updated system for assessing fire extinguisher performance. The numeric ratings (20-B and 5-B) are 
based on newer, more specific testing methods and provide clearer guidance on the type of fire the extinguisher can 
effectively combat. In California, the U.S. Coast Guard requires that vessels carry fire extinguishers with certain ratings 
based on the size and type of vessel. The changes in ratings help boaters meet these updated regulatory requirements. 

Benefits: 
Vessels are vulnerable to fires due to the combination of flammable materials (fuel, oils, and other combustibles) and 
confined spaces. Having the right fire extinguisher, rated appropriately for marine hazards, is critical to ensuring that 
boaters can address a fire before it becomes life-threatening. 

The updated ratings (e.g., 20-B and 5-B) reflect modern testing that better aligns with the types of fires that are most 
common on boats. These fires can occur in engine rooms, kitchens, or even in cabins, and having an extinguisher with 
the proper rating ensures the boat is adequately prepared to handle a fire in these specific environments. 

Necessity: 
The updated ratings (e.g., 20-B and 5-B) are important to boaters because they ensure they have the right fire safety 
equipment to handle potential fire risks on their vessels effectively. The updated ratings help boaters comply with 
regulations, improve fire protection, and increase safety on board, ultimately reducing the risk of fire-related accidents or 
tragedies at sea. 

(cj) Barge Carrying Passengers. 

(1) 65 Feet in Length or Less. A barge 65 feet in length or less carrying passengers, which is regularly operated with a 
boat propelled by machinery, shall be fitted with hand-portable fire extinguishers as required by Table 2 depending upon 
the length of the barge. 

(2) Over 65 Feet in Length. A barge of over 65 feet in length carrying passengers, which is regularly operated with a boat 
propelled by machinery, shall be fitted with hand-portable fire extinguishers as required by Table 3, depending upon the 
gross tonnage of the barge. 
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Specific Purpose: 
The legal intent of fire protection regulations in Title 14 CCR § 6573 is to ensure that all recreational boats meet safety 
standards, regardless of whether they carry passengers. By removing "carrying passengers" from the regulation, it would 
clarify that the fire protection requirements apply universally to all recreational vessels, including those that may only be 
operated by the owner or a single individual without passengers onboard. 

Benefits: 
Removing "carrying passengers" from Title 14 CCR § 6573 ensures that fire protection requirements are applied 
consistently across all recreational vessels. This aligns the regulation with federal standards, simplifies enforcement, and 
eliminates ambiguity. By focusing on the inherent risks of fire on vessels rather than the number of people onboard, the 
regulation becomes more practical, effective, and protective of public safety on the water. The federal regulations, such as 
those outlined in the U.S. Coast Guard regulations (33 CFR 175), apply fire protection standards to all recreational 
vessels, regardless of passenger status. These federal regulations do not make distinctions based on whether the vessel 
is carrying passengers. Removing "carrying passengers" from Title 14 CCR § 6573 would harmonize California state 
regulations with federal standards, avoiding conflicting or confusing rules for recreational boaters. This would lead to a 
more coherent regulatory framework, simplifying compliance for boaters who operate in both state and federal 
jurisdictions. 

Necessity: 
Removing "carrying passengers" from Title 14 CCR § 6573 ensures that fire protection requirements are applied 
consistently across all recreational vessels. This aligns the regulation with federal standards, simplifies enforcement, and 
eliminates ambiguity. By focusing on the inherent risks of fire on vessels rather than the number of people onboard, the 
regulation becomes more practical, effective, and protective of public safety on the water. 

k) Condition and number of fire extinguishers required for recreational vessels built model year 2017 or earlier. 

Vessels with a model year between 1953 and 2017 must meet the following requirements: 

(1) Previously installed extinguishers with extinguishing capacities that are less than what is required in table 2 and (a) (1) 
of this section, need not be replaced but must be maintained in good condition. 

(2) All extinguishers installed after August 22, 2016, must meet the applicable requirements of 33 CFR §§ 175.305 
through 175.320. 
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l) Vessels constructed prior to August 22, 2016, will be deemed built before model year 2017 and must meet the 
requirements of 33 CFR § 175.380. 

Specific Purpose: 
The purpose of adding CFR § 175.380, which governs the condition and number of fire extinguishers required for 
recreational vessels built in model year 2017 or earlier, to Title 14 CCR § 6573 is to ensure that California’s recreational 
boaters meet federal standards for fire safety, specifically regarding the condition and adequacy of fire extinguishers on 
older vessels. This regulation specifies that vessels built in or before 2017 must carry fire extinguishers that are in good 
working condition and meet the minimum quantity requirements based on vessel length and type. Integrating this federal 
rule into Title 14 would align California's state regulations with federal standards, providing clarity and uniformity for 
boaters, inspectors, and law enforcement. 

Benefit  
Ensuring that recreational vessels built in 2017 or earlier meet the fire extinguisher standards will reduce the risk of fire-
related accidents. By mandating that these vessels carry functional and appropriate fire extinguishers, the state will help 
ensure that boaters are prepared to handle fire emergencies effectively, thus enhancing safety on the water. Additionally, 
by adopting this specific federal regulation, California will create a consistent regulatory environment for recreational 
boaters, ensuring that boaters comply with both federal and state standards. This will simplify compliance for boaters who 
navigate both state and federal waters, as they will have to adhere to the same requirements across jurisdictions. Finally, 
state authorities, such as the California Department of Parks and Recreation, will have a clear set of standards to enforce 
regarding fire extinguishers on older recreational vessels. This will make inspections more straightforward and consistent, 
leading to more effective regulatory oversight and fewer misunderstandings between boaters and enforcement agencies. 

Necessity: 
Recreational vessels built in or before 2017 may have outdated or poorly maintained fire extinguishers, posing a 
significant safety risk. Fire extinguishers degrade over time, and older vessels may have equipment that no longer meets 
modern safety standards. This regulation ensures that boat owners maintain fire extinguishers in proper condition, which 
is essential for responding to fire hazards. Furthermore, California is home to a large population of recreational boaters, 
and the state’s boating community includes many older vessels. As such, the fire extinguisher condition and quantity 
requirements for these older vessels are particularly important. California’s specific adoption of this regulation will ensure 
that older vessels in the state are properly equipped for fire safety, especially in high-traffic areas like the coastal waters 
and lakes that attract recreational boaters. 
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m) Vessels constructed prior to November 19, 1952, will be deemed built before model year 1953 and must meet the 
requirements of 33 CFR § 175.390. 

n) A vessel built before model year 1953 must meet the applicable number and general type of equipment provisions 
§§ 175.305 through 175.320. Existing items of equipment and installations previously approved but not meeting the 
applicable requirements for type approval may be continued in service provided they are in good condition. All new 
installations and replacements must meet the requirements of §§ 175.305 through 175.320. 

Specific Purpose: 
The purpose of adding CFR § 175.390, which specifically addresses the condition and number of fire extinguishers 
required for recreational vessels built before model year 1953, to Title 14 CCR § 6573 is to set clear and enforceable 
standards for fire extinguisher requirements for older recreational vessels in California. These vessels, due to their age, 
may not be equipped with modern safety equipment or may have fire extinguishers that are outdated or not in compliance 
with current standards. This regulation ensures that recreational vessels built before 1953 carry a sufficient number of fire 
extinguishers, and that those extinguishers are in proper working condition. Incorporating this federal regulation into 
California’s state code aligns local standards with federal regulations and ensures that the fire safety needs of older 
recreational vessels are adequately addressed, thus enhancing public safety on California’s waterways.  

Benefit: 
Many vessels built before 1953 may not have been designed with modern fire safety features, leaving them potentially 
more vulnerable to fire hazards. This regulation ensures that these older vessels are equipped with sufficient and 
functional fire extinguishers, significantly reducing the likelihood of fire-related accidents. This improvement in fire 
preparedness could save lives, as fire extinguishers can be critical in preventing the spread of fire before emergency 
responders can arrive. Older vessels may be operated by individuals who are less likely to be aware of the specific fire 
safety requirements for older boats. By adding CFR § 175.390, California can ensure that boaters are prepared for fire 
emergencies by mandating the proper maintenance and condition of fire extinguishers. This enhances the overall safety 
of both the operator and any passengers on board, especially since older vessels might be more prone to mechanical 
issues that could lead to fire hazards. Finally, enforcement agencies will have clear and consistent standards to follow 
when inspecting recreational vessels built before 1953. This makes inspections more straightforward and less subject to 
interpretation, leading to more efficient and effective enforcement of fire safety laws. It also ensures that boat owners 
understand the specific fire safety expectations for their older vessels. 
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Necessity: 
Older vessels, especially those built before 1953, may have outdated electrical systems, engines, and fuel systems that 
increase the risk of fires. These vessels may not have been built to modern fire safety standards, which could make them 
more prone to fire hazards. Ensuring that these boats are properly equipped with functional fire extinguishers is crucial in 
mitigating these risks. CFR § 175.390 provides the necessary fire extinguisher standards to ensure older vessels are 
adequately prepared in case of fire. Additionally, fire extinguishers on older vessels may not be as effective if they haven’t 
been regularly maintained or replaced. CFR § 175.390 mandates that fire extinguishers be in good working order, 
ensuring they are capable of effectively putting out fires in an emergency. Without such a regulation, boat owners may fail 
to maintain or replace outdated extinguishers, putting themselves, their passengers, and their vessel at risk in the event of 
a fire. 

§ 6552. Definitions. 

(b) “Barge” means any nonself-propelled non “self-propelled” vessel. 

Specific Purpose: 
The specific purpose of this amendment is to make non-substantial, grammatical changes to the regulation. 

Benefit: 
The revised definition removes ambiguity and ensures that the regulations are easier to understand, thus reducing the 
potential for misinterpretation. The revisions also ensure consistency in terminology and structure, making it easier to 
cross-reference different sections of the regulations. 

Necessity: 
Even without substantial changes, the revisions help ensure that the regulatory text is up to date with current legal 
practices, terminology, and formatting standards. 

(c) “Boat” means any vessel which is any of the following: 

(1) Manufactured or used primarily for noncommercial use. 

(2) Leased, rented, or chartered to another for the latter's noncommercial use. 

(3) Engaged in the carrying of six or fewer passengers, including those for-hire vessels carrying more than three passengers while 
using inland waters of the state that are not declared navigable by the United States Coast Guard. 
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(4) Commercial vessels required to be numbered pursuant to Section 9850 of the Vehicle Code. 

Specific Purpose: 
The specific purpose of this amendment is to make non-substantial, grammatical changes to the regulation by moving 
from the bottom of the regulation (p) to section to “c” to keep definitions in alphabetical order.  

Benefits: 
The revised order removes ambiguity and ensures that the regulations are easier to understand, thus reducing the 
potential for misinterpretation. The revisions also ensure consistency in terminology and structure, making it easier to 
cross-reference different sections of the regulations. 

Necessity: 
Even without substantial changes, the revisions help ensure that the regulatory text is up to date with current legal 
practices, terminology, and formatting standards. 

(j) “Model Year” means the period beginning June 1 of a year and ending on July 31 of the following year and being designated by 
the year in which it ends. 

Specific Purpose: 
“Model Year” was previously not defined in CCR. The purpose of adding federal regulatory definitions to California Code 
of Regulations (CCR) when incorporating federal regulations is to ensure clarity and consistency between state and 
federal regulations, especially when it comes to safety and compliance in recreational boating. By adopting the definitions 
provided in federal regulations (such as those found in the Code of Federal Regulations - 33 CFR § 175.3), California 
ensures that boaters and enforcement agencies interpret key terms in the same way across both state and federal waters. 

This alignment will streamline regulatory compliance and enforcement by providing a consistent framework that applies to 
all vessels, whether they are operating in state-controlled or federally regulated waters. The adoption of these definitions 
helps ensure that all parties understand exactly what terms like mean in the context of the law, reducing potential 
confusion or legal issues. 

Benefit: 
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With unified definitions, enforcement officers and regulatory agencies can more easily inspect vessels and confirm 
compliance. Having the same set of definitions allows for smoother inspections, more efficient citation processes, and 
ultimately higher levels of compliance, as boaters will not be confused by differing definitions across jurisdictions. 
Recreational boaters who navigate both state and federal waters benefit greatly from this consistency. Also, by 
incorporating federal definitions into state law, California ensures that boaters only need to be aware of a single set of 
definitions, making compliance easier and helping boaters avoid unintentional violations due to confusion about the law. 
By aligning state and federal definitions of these terms, California helps ensure that boaters are fully aware of the 
equipment they need to carry and how to use it. This promotes safer boating practices and reduces the risk of accidents 
and injuries. 

Necessity: 
Federal regulations and California state regulations often work in tandem, particularly when it comes to recreational 
boating, which spans both state and federal jurisdictions. Adopting federal definitions into California law is necessary to 
maintain regulatory harmony, ensuring that boaters are held to the same standards no matter where they operate their 
vessels. Without this alignment, boaters could face conflicting interpretations, leading to confusion and increased risk of 
noncompliance. 

SPECIFIC TECHNOLOGIES OR EQUIPMENT 

The proposed amendments do not impose any mandates on agencies or organizations. Participation in the Program is 
voluntary and does not mandate the use of specific technologies or equipment. 

UNDERLYING DATA / DOCUMENTS RELIED UPON 

Title 33, Chapter I, Part 175, Equipment Requirements 175.1 – 175.390 and Subpart E Fire Protection Equipment 
175.301 – 175.390 
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ECONOMIC IMPACT ASSESSMENT / ANALYSIS 
(Government Code Section 11346.3(b)) 

Purpose: 

The purpose of the proposed amendments is to align California’s recreational boating fire extinguisher regulations with 
updated U.S. Coast Guard standards (33 CFR §§ 175.305–175.390). These changes ensure consistency between state 
and federal requirements, modernize outdated rating systems, and clarify equipment and maintenance provisions. By 
updating the regulations, California will improve boater safety, reduce confusion and compliance burdens, and provide 
clearer enforcement authority for inspectors, ultimately enhancing public safety and protecting the state’s waterways. 

The Creation or Elimination of Jobs Within the State of California 

The proposed amendments are not anticipated to eliminate any jobs in California. Because the regulations align state fire 
extinguisher requirements for recreational vessels with existing U.S. Coast Guard standards (33 CFR §§ 175.305– 
175.390), manufacturers and marine suppliers have already adjusted their practices to comply at the federal level. 
Therefore, no job loss is expected. At most, minor administrative or compliance verification positions may be indirectly 
supported in the marine supply and inspection sectors, but the overall job creation effect will be minimal. 

The Creation of New Businesses or the Elimination of Existing Businesses Within the State of California 

No new businesses are expected to be created, and no existing businesses are anticipated to be eliminated as a result of 
these amendments. The regulated community—boat owners, marina operators, marine equipment suppliers—already 
operates under comparable federal requirements. The STD 399 confirms that the regulation affects approximately 9,393 
commercial vessel operators, representing less than 0.2% of California businesses, and all are already complying with the 
federal mandate. Thus, there is no measurable expansion or contraction of business sectors. 

The Expansion of Businesses Currently Doing Business Within the State of California 

The regulation is unlikely to cause significant expansion of existing businesses. Since compliance with federal labeling, 
expiration, and performance standards for fire extinguishers is already mandatory nationwide, California businesses are 
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already aligned. However, marine retailers and service providers may experience marginally increased sales or inspection 
activity due to heightened awareness and enforcement clarity at the state level, leading to small-scale business support 
but not measurable large-scale expansion. 

Benefits of the Regulations to the Health and Welfare of California Residents, Worker Safety, and the State’s 
Environment 

The primary benefits are increased boating safety and clarity for compliance. Aligning California’s regulations with federal 
standards ensures consistent fire extinguisher requirements for all recreational vessels, improving readiness and reducing 
fire-related risks. This directly benefits the health and welfare of California residents who recreate on state waterways by 
enhancing protection from onboard fires. Worker safety is improved for marine inspectors, enforcement personnel, and 
vessel operators, who will work under clearer and harmonized safety rules. Environmental benefits stem from preventing 
or mitigating boat fires that could release fuel, chemicals, or debris into waterways. Overall, the amendments will improve 
public and marine safety statewide. 

CONSIDERATION OF ALTERNATIVES 

No reasonable alternative to the regulatory proposal would be more effective in carrying out the purpose for which the 
action is proposed. No reasonable alternative would be as effective or less burdensome to affected private persons, and 
would be equally effective in achieving the purposes of the regulation in a manner that ensures full compliance with the 
law being implemented or made specific. 

BUSINESS IMPACT 

There would not be an adverse economic impact on businesses. The Department has found that the manufacturing 
industry is already complying with Federal Register 79 FR 56491 issued by USCG since 2014. 

DUPLICATION / CONFLICT WITH FEDEREAL REGULATIONS 

The Department has determined that the proposed rulemaking action does not unnecessarily duplicate or conflict with 
federal regulations contained in the Code of Federal Regulations. 
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WRITTEN COMMENTS SUBMITTED 
DURING 45-DAY COMMENT PERIOD 
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45 Day Comment Period Comments Index 

No Comments Received During 45-Day Comment Period 
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UPDATED INFORMATIVE DIGEST 

61 



  

   
  

 

UPDATED INFORMATIVE DIGEST 

Due to no clear and reasonable suggestions, comments, and requests by boating 
constituents, subject matter experts, and stakeholders through the 45-day Comment 
Period, the Department will make no changes to the Fire Extinguisher Regulation 
package as submitted. 
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FINAL STATEMENT OF REASONS 

All references in the rulemaking file to this being a Department of Parks and Recreation 
rulemaking refer to the Division of Boating and Waterways in the Department of Parks 
and Recreation. 

Additionally, no non-substantive changes were made to the proposed regulations after 
the publication of the 45-Day Notice. 

Update to the Initial Statement of Reasons 

No comments received during 45-day comment period. No other input on Fire 
Extinguisher Regulation package. No changes made to proposed regulations. 

SUMMARY AND RESPONSE TO PUBLIC COMMENTS RECEIVED DURING INITIAL 
NOTICE PERIOD OF AUGUST 29, 2025 TO OCTOBER 15, 2025. 

No Comments Received during the 45-Day Comment Period. 



   
 

 

  

Non-Duplication Justification 
Some of the proposed regulations repeat or rephrase federal regulations and state 
statutes. This duplication is necessary to satisfy the“clarity” standard of Gov. Code § 
11349.1(a)(3). 

No Local Mandates. 

No  cost or savings to a state agency.  

No cost impact on a representative private person or business. 

Documents incorporated by reference were reasonably available to the affected 
public from a  commonly known or  specified source. (See 1 CCR 20.)  



 

  
  

  

  
   

 

 
   

 

Consideration of Alternatives 

No reasonable alternative considered by the agency would be more effective in carrying 
out the purpose for which the regulation is proposed, would be as effective and less 
burdensome to affected private persons than the adopted regulation, or would be more 
cost effective to affected private persons and equally effective in implementing the 
statutory policy or other provision of law. 

Local Mandate Determination 

The proposed regulations do not impose a mandate or additional requirements on local 
agencies or school districts. 

Good Cause Statement 

The Division requests that the proposed regulations become effective upon filing with 
the Secretary of State. An early effective date is needed because these regulations are 
currently in conflict with federal regulation and state statutes. Aligning these Division 
regulations with federal regulations and state statutes will help avoid public confusion 
and enhance public safety. 



  PART H 

STATEMENTS OF MAILING NOTICES 
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____________________________________ 

STATEMENT OF MAILING NOTICE 

(Section 86 of Title I of the California Code of Regulations) 

The Division of Boating and Waterways has complied with the provisions of Government 
Code section 11346.4, subdivision (a) (1) through (4), regarding the mailing of the notice 
of proposed regulatory action. The notice was mailed on August 29, 2025, over 45 days 
prior to the close of the public comment period (October 15, 2025). 

Dated: 11.19.2025 

Charley Hesse 
Regulation Analyst  
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current yror and rwo st.bsequent Fiscal Years. 

D I. AddlUonalexpendlt\Jres 1n the current State i:ISQIYear wfnch are retmbursabJe by the State. (Appro,uma.te) 
(PUrsuant to secuon 6 of A:ttlde x1118 or the ca11fom1a consutuuen and sections 17500 ec seq. of the Government COde). 

' -------------� a. i:unding provided In 

BudgecAct or ______ _ 0<"'1J>le< _____ , s.a.tutesd'-------

D b. i:unding v,111 be requested In the Cio'Yemors 8tKkjet Act d 

RKal Year: -------� 2. AddlUonalexpendlt\Jres 1n the current State i:ISQIYear wfnch are NOT retmbursabJe by the State. (Approxtmate) 
(PUrsuant to secuon 6 of A:ttlde x1118 or the ca11fom1a consutuuen and sections 17500 ec seq. of the Government COde). 

s __________ _ 
C1J«lc 1eos011ts> rhts ,~utatron ,snot relmbursoble and p,CNfde the opproptkJte 1rtiomlor100: 

D a. 1~ ent.s the i:eooral mandate con1a1.necfln 

D b. implements the court mandate set forth by the ____________________co urt. 

Caseof, 
0
_______________ "-_______________ _ 

D c:. implements a mandue of the people of this State expressed In their approval of Proposruon No. 

Date oi Electlon: '---------------� d. ISSIUed only In response to a .specific r~est from affected loc:al enuty(S). 

Localenttty(s:) affede<l. ________________________________ _ 

D e. 'h'III be fully llnanced from the fees. revenue. etc. from: ---------------------
AU th Ollled by SectJo n. , c__________ oftl>e ____________ COde; 

D f. Pl'O\'ldesfior savlnlJS to each affected unit or local government which wRl at a min1nwm. offset any addlt!Onal costs toeactt 

D g. Oeates. eliminates. or changes the penalty for a new cnme or mfracuon contained In 

0 3. M OO.al SaVlngs. (apl)'OlUma.te) 

s ____________ _ 

[B] 4. N:i adct 11cnal costs or sav,ngs. nus regulat!al m.1kes onb' technlOL ~ substanuve or clanfyrig chanl.Jes to current la'N regulabons. 

(B] s. N:i flscal Impact extsts. This: regubuon does not affect any local entity or program 

0 6. Othet. Explain ------------------------------------
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ECONOMIC AND FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
(RE GULATIONS AND ORDERS! 
sro. • cRiw 1C1J010> 

I 

FISCAL Th-IPACT STATE~-1£.NT (CONTINUED) 

Instructions and Code Citations:: 
SAM5ecrion660l#l6 

B. FISCAL EFfECT ON ST ATE GOVERNMENT lndkare appropriate bo'xes I thlough 4 ond artoch cokulations and a.srompm)ns-of fiscal impact to, the w11ent. 
year otKI two .robseqoo,t Fiscol Yeats. 

D I. Additional expeodll\Jres In the current State i:ISQI Year. (Appr®mate> 

' -------------• u onrldpoted rhor Stateogffldes WIJI: 

D a. Absolb these addmonal costs wrt111n their ex1sung budljets and resources. 

D b. 1naease thecurrentty authorlled budget level for the RKal Year ---------' 
D 2. S3Vlngs In the 0.1:rrent SCate RKal Year. (Approximate) 

s ____________ _ 

[R] 3. N:i flsol Impact extsts. This regulation does not affect any State agency or program. 

0 4. Other. Explaln 

C. FISCAL EFFECT ON FEDERAL FUNDING Of STATE PROGRAMS lndkoteapproprioreboxes 1 through 4and attach cokulations and assumptions of fiscal 
impad for the current yeo1 and two subsequent. Fisrol Yea.IS. 

D I. Additional expeodll\Jres In the current State i:ISQI Year. (Appr®mate> 

' -----------� 2. S3Vlngs In the 0.1:rrent SCate RKal Year. (Approximate) 

s ____________ _ 

[R] 3. N:i flsol 1mpact extsts. This regulation does not affect any federally funded State agency or program. 

0 4. Other. Explain 

FISCAL OFFICER SIGNA TIJRE ............ DA1£ 

7/31/2025 & .:/4~•~·,.it. f,11.v.M1., 
Tt.11 :igna, .. a, rhar tk<t agqncy has compl~,"'1 lll<t STD. 399 auording to the in:tructil:m: in S..I.M sections 6601-6616, and IJJ'Kkrsrands 
ihv impaas of lllv propo:" d rulffll.al:ing.. Stare Qoards. qjfic~. or dqparrm,nrs not tmdn-an .. lg,ncy 5«r"'101)' mu:t hare ihefrmn :ignEd by the 
hig;hv:t ranking ojffcial in the organi: arion. 

ifts 

AGENCYSEOETAR'I' 

713Qf2025 

Finance approval and signatul'e is rv;quir01 wh01 S.L:IJ sernims 6601-6616 rv;quire complVlion of FisC-O.l /mpaa Staremv111 in llle STD. 399. 

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE PJ:lOGR.AM BUDGET MA.NAGER 
IDA1£ 
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